223.   HINDU-MUSLIM-PARSI

I continue to be flooded with letters from Hindus and Parsis,
both men and women, The correspondents blame each other's
community. This is not the way to forge real unity. Hindus and
Muslims should remember that Parsis are a small community and
are mostly concentrated in one place. That is why their faults are
immediately noticed and their virtues are easily forgotten. If we
always see only faults in other members of our family, we shall end
by imagining that we are the only perfect ones in the world. All
others will seem to us so full of defects that we shall feel defiled even
by their touch. But the truth is that a person who always points
at others' evils is himself generally the greatest sinner of all.

He who picks holes in others only betrays his own weakness.
Those Hindus and Muslims who always speak against Parsis are
themselves weak, there is no doubt about it. If we see only our
own faults, we shall ourselves rise and raise others too. Our great
error has been that we forgot tolerance. Having accepted a new
"religion, we forgot its restraints and became fanatics. We dis-
covered non-co-operation and came to understand its efficacy,
and so we believed that all those who did not understand it lacked
intelligence and wisdom, that they were traitors and sinners. By
doing this, we only disgraced our non-co-operation. We forgot
that only yesterday we ourselves graced meetings of people who
favoured co-operation. We'lost patience. We forced people to
take off their foreign caps, but conveniently overlooked the foreign
dhoti on our waist!

We started criticizing Parsis severely, taking it for granted
that they would never come round. We forgot that they had con-
tributed to the Angora Fund and to the Tilak Swaraj Fund, We
lost sight of the fact that many of them wore khadi and that even
Parsi women had started wearing it. We forgot all this and be-
came enraged with our Parsi brothers and sisters. We did not re-
member the sacrifices made by some of them.

But some people ask me: "What about the fact that it was
the Parsis who started all the trouble ?" Would we not do better
to think what we would have done, had we been only a lakh?
If we but imagine ourselves reduced from the twenty-two crores
or the seven crores that we are to the number of one lakh and
.think how we would behave then, we would understand what it
is to be in such a plight. Every reader must have had the expe-